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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) \3 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) 0 Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 13-23 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 13 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 13, the limitation "transmitting to a terminal having sent the video data 
identifier the stored video data corresponding to the sent video data identifier" is not clear. For 
the purpose of examination, that limitation is interpreted as "transmitting to a terminal, which 
having sent the video data identifier, the stored video data corresponding to the sent video data 
identifier". Appropriated correction is required. 

Regarding claim 13, it is not clear whether the term "the terminal" in line 22 referred to 
the term "said terminal". Appropriated correction is required. 

Claim 13 is indefinite because there are no antecedent basis for the limitations "the 
stored video data" in line 5, "the sent video data identifier" in line 6, "the received video data" in 
line 9, "the terminal identification information" in lines 20-21. Appropriate corrections are 
required. 

Claim 23 is indefinite because there are no antecedent basis for the limitations "the 
video data storage device" in lines 4-5, "the stored video data" in lines 7-8, "the video data 
storage device identification information" in lines 13-14. Appropriate corrections are required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only If the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 13-14 and 16-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Adams (US 6,378,130 81). 

Regarding claim 13, Adams discloses a video data distributing system (1 - see figure 1) 
comprising: 

a plurality of media servers (see figures 1 & 4) storing media asset linked with a media 
asset identifier identifying the media asset and transmitting to a terminal 6 (see figures 1 & 4), 
which having sent the media asset identifier (the terminal 6 requests a particular media asset, 
wherein the particular media asset associates with its media asset identifier), the stored media 
asset corresponding to the sent media asset identifier (transmitting the particular media asset 
corresponding to the request - see col. 7, lines 54-59; col. 8, lines 24-32; col. 10, lines 40-50 
and figures 1 & 4); 

said terminal (6) sending a media asset request to one of the media servers (it is noted 
that a particular media asset associates with a media asset identifier - see col. 9, line 59 to col. 
10, line 4) and displaying the received media asset according to transmission information, e.g., 
communication message between the headend and the terminal (see col. 11, lines 16-20); and 

a controller (14 - see figures 1 & 4) including a storing means and control means, 
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wherein the storing means stores the media asset identifier identifying the media asset 
linked with identification information identifying one of the media servers storing the media 
asset, and stores identification information identifying the terminal linked with the transmission 
information for sending the media asset to the terminal, and 

the control means receives the terminal identification information and the media asset 
identifier from the terminal and sends to the terminal the transmission information corresponding 
to the received terminal identification information and the media server identification information 
corresponding to the received media asset identifier. (Particularly, controller 14 may oversee the 
distribution of programs and services by servers 15 and 16 by processing requests for programs 
and services from the terminals 6, instructing the servers when, how and where to deliver a 
requested program or service to a particular terminal. For instance, when a subscriber terminal 
6 requests a media asset, such as a video program, or web page to the headend. The controller 
receives the terminal identification information, via IP datagrams, from the terminal. The 
controller first identifies whether the requested media asset is available at its server. Then, the 
controller allocates a media asset identifier, or an MPEG program number to the requested 
media asset. The controller instructs server to play the identified media asset as an MPEG 
program stream tagged with MPEG program #X. The media asset is then transmitted to the 
requested subscriber terminal. Thus, the controller stores a media asset identifier identifying 
media asset linked with identification information identification the media server storing the 
media asset, and the identification information identifying a terminal linked with transmission 
information, e.g., communication message between the headend and the terminal - see col. 10, 
lines 15-27 and 57-59; col. 9-10, lines 66-4; col. 11, lines 1-6; col. 3,lines 12-18). 

Regarding claim 14, Adams discloses that the media asset may be web page (see 
abstract; col. 6, lines 22-25; col. 9-10, lines 66-1 1). It is noted that a media asset is allocated by 
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a media asset identifier, therefore the media asset identifier for media asset such as web page 
is inherently a URL. 

Regarding claim 16, Adams discloses that the media asset identifier is an MPEG 
program number, #X (see col. 10, lines 40-41). 

Regarding claims 17-18, Adams discloses the controller may exchange control 
messages, e.g., Internet protocol datagrams, with the terminal (see col. 9, lines 27-30; col. 10, 
lines 1-4; col. 3, lines 14-18; see col. 5, lines 39-40). 

Regarding claims 19-20, Adams discloses the controller provides a media asset such as 
MPEG video/audio program (see col. 8, lines 24-31). 

Regarding claim 21, Adams discloses the terminal sends a media asset request as an 
Internet protocol datagram over a reverse data channel back to the headend (see col. 10, lines 
1-4). The terminal is connected to the headend via IP, thus it should be understood that the 
terminal identification information includes a host name and a domain name. 

Regarding claim 22, Adams discloses the terminal sends a media asset request as an 
Internet protocol datagram over a reverse data channel back to the headend (see col. 10, lines 
1-4). Thus, the terminal identification information is an IP address. 

Regarding claim 23, Adams discloses a video distribution method comprising the steps 

of: 

storing a media asset identifier identifying media asset with identification information 
identifying media server storing the media asset; 

storing identification information identifying a terminal linked with transmission 
information, e.g., communication message between the headend and terminal, for sending the 
media asset to the terminal; 
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receiving the terminal identification information and the media asset identifier; and 
outputting the transmission information corresponding to the received terminal identification 
information and the media server identification information corresponding to the received media 
asset identifier. (Particularly, a controller 14 may oversee the distribution of programs and 
services by servers 15 and 16 by processing requests for programs and services from the 
terminals 6, instructing the servers when, how and where to deliver a requested program or 
service to a particular terminal. For instance, when a subscriber terminal 6 requests a media 
asset, such as a video program, or web page to the headend. The controller receives the 
terminal identification information, via IP datagrams, from the terminal. The controller first 
identifies whether the requested media asset is available at its server. Then, the controller 
allocates a media asset identifier, or an MPEG program number to the requested media asset. 
The controller instructs server to play the identified media asset as an MPEG program stream 
tagged with MPEG program #X. The media asset is then transmitted to the requested 
subscriber terminal. Thus, the controller stores a media asset identifier identifying media asset 
linked with identification information identification the media server storing the media asset, and 
the identification information identifying a terminal linked with transmission information - see col. 
10, lines 15-27 and 57-59; col. 9-10, lines 66-4; col. 11, lines 1-6; col. 3,lines 12-18). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for ail 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams (US 
6,378,130 61). 

Regarding claim 15, Adams discloses that the media asset may be video program, 
wherein a media asset is allocated by a media asset identifier (see col. 9-10, lines 66-1 1 ; col. 
10, lines 40-41). Adams does not explicitly disclose the media asset identifier is unique video 
name. Official Notice is taken that video program is identified by a video program title is well 
known in the known. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
system of Adams by identifying a media asset by a video program title to allow the headend 
easily providing a particular video to the terminal. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Howe et al. (US 6,502,242 B1) disclose a system and method for providing television 
services. 

Kunkel et al. (US 6,477,579 B1) discloses a system and method for accessing Internet- 
based and other information through a user television in a television distribution network. 

Mourad et al. (US 6,078,961 A) discloses a method for real-time delivery of multimedia 
information requiring a very high bandwidth path over the Internet. 

Dillon et al. (US 5,852,721 A) discloses a method and apparatus for selectively retrieving 
information from a source computer using a terrestrial or satellite interface. 

Kambayashi (US 6,157,809 A) discloses a broadcasting system. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 703-306-5976. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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